12                  THE HISTORIC SETTING

dernned by the Council of Ephesus (431), by the Council of
Chalcedon (451), and the Third Council of Constantinople,
(680) came to be known as Mardaites or Rebels. In turn
they applied the nickname Melchites to those who bowed
to the imperial will in matters of belief. Melchites, then,
signified Royalists or King's Men. In Syria the Monophy-
site heresy took deep root among those who followed the
Syrian forms of worship. It seems never to have infected
the churches of Palestine.1 The first definite split with the
Catholic Church in Syria was effected by the monk James,
or Jacobus Baradaeus, who died in the year 578. Such of
the Syrian clergy as held Monophysite views he organized
into a regular hierarchy, with their own Patriarch of Antioch.
Members of the new organization came to be knowrn as
Jacobites. The seat of the patriarch was later transferred
to Mesopotamia, where it still is. At one time the Syrian
churches, including the Nestorian (which does not fall
within the pale of our discussion), threatened to outrank the
Orthodox body, but after the eleventh century their decline
was assured. The Jacobite communion to-day plays no
important role among the Christian churches of Syria,
though it continues to be a power in Mesopotamia. Even
there, however, the portion that has seceded to Rome, under
the name of Syrian Catholics, threatens to overshadow the
old Syrian communion.

Far more germane to our present discussion is the origin
of the Lebanon Maronites, who to-day form the largest and
most compact Christian body in Syria. The form of heresy
which these warlike inhabitants of the Lebanon finally en-
tertained was really the invention of that imperial opportu-
nist of the seventh century, the Emperor Heraclius. As a
compromise between Orthodoxy and Monophysitism, he
proposed to substitute a doctrine that came to be known as
Monothelitism.2 This was condemned at the Third Council
of Constantinople (680), but the Syrians of Lebanon indig-
nantly refused to give up the doctrine, imperial in inception,

1 To this day no native church flourishes in Palestine proper but the
Orthodox, though others are represented.

2 See foot-note on p. 35.